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TN the acounss of Wiſe men, one. of the 
firſt-Rulcs. and Meaſures of hiuman atti- 
ons is this, To regard every thing more or 


th, according - 0 pbe- degree of .its conſequence 
or 19.00 Pappinis. That-which 
neceſſary 140 that End ought in all 
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reaſon to be minded by us in the firſt place, 
and other things onely fo far as they are con- 
ſiſtent with that great End, and ſubſcryient 
to It. 

Our B. Saviour here tells us that there 3s 
one thing needfull, that is, one thing which 
ougit firſt and principally to be regarded by 

: And what that 1s, 1t 1s of great concern- 
che to us all to know, that we may mind 
and purſue it as it deſerves. 

And we may caſily underſtand what it is 
by conſidering the Context, and the om 
of theſe Words, which was briefly this : 
Saviour, as He went about preaching = 
Kingdom of-God, came irito a 'certain Vil 
lage, where He was entcrtaind at the houſe 
of two deyout Siſters. The elder, who had 
the care and management of the Family and 
the affairs of it, was zmploycd in making en- 
tertainment*for ſuch a Gzeft : The other ſate 
at our Saviour's feet, attending to the Doc- 
tine of Salvation whuch he preach'd.- - 

The elder finding her ſelf not able to'do all 
the buſine(s alone, deſires of our Saviour that 
he would: command: her Siſter to come and 
belp her, . Upon'this,our Saviow# gives hier this 
gentle reprehenſion , |'Martha ,, Martha,” Thor 
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art carefull and troubled about many things, 'but 
one thing'is needfulf. And what'that'is' he de- 
clares in the next words, Axd' Mary' hath cho- 
ſen that good part, mhich ſhall not be taken away 
from her , that is, ſhe hath choſen to take care 
of. her © Salyation, which is: infinitely more 
conſiderable than any thing cl{c. | 
Our Saviour doth not altogether blam 
Martha for her refpectfuil care of Him, bur 
commends her Sifler for her greater care of 
her Soul; which made her either wholly to 
forget, or unwilling to-mind other things at 
that time. So that, upon the whole matter, 
He highly approves: her-wiſe choice, 'in- 'pre- 
ferring an attentive regard to His- Dorine,, 


| even before that which might be: thought a 


neceflary civility to His Perſon. - | 
From the Words thus explain'd the' Obſerva- 


tion which I ſhall make is this. " 
* That the care of Religion and of our Souls 


is the one thing neceſſary, and that which every 
man 1s concern in the: firſt place and aboye 
all other things to mind and regard. 

This Obſervation ſeems. to be plainly con- 
taind in the 7exz. ' I ſhall handle it as briefly 
asI can; and thenby way of Applicationſhall 
endeayour to perſuade You and my ſelf tomind 
this one thing neceſſary. And. 


— 
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*df our Souls does-barkit. :-: 


And. its ſpeaking to this ſerious and weigh- 

ry Argument# ſhall. da theſe '\trechings: \: 

'Firft;\ E: ftiall'\ endeayour to-fhew: whercin 
this care of Religion and. of our Souls: docs 
confilt.. - | 
= : Seronlly, to: convidce! mcn: -af the. necelli ity 
of raking this'Care; - ': 


1. 1fvllbew wherein this care of Reli- 
Sion 2ndof.our Sabls.dothieonfift. c| And this 
E hall erideayous to: doſwithiall the. plainnefs 
I can, and ſo as cyery one that hears me may 
underſtand and be ſufficiently direted what is 
neceſlaty for hip to, dodrorder to hisctcrnal 
Salyation.: | ()7 

And of this 1 ſhall give an account ir: the 
froe following Particalers, in which 1. think 
the an; buſineG of: Religion and tlic dunthee 


Firſt, in the diſtine&t. "fee IY ay in 


the fry belief and perfuaſion..of thok. things 
which are neceflary to-bb knownand believed 
by us in order to' our eternal Salyation.” . 
Secondly,' in. the frequent Examination. of 
aur lives and ator, lamd! in a-fincate cRepen- 
- —— all he) ervours 295 ammo 3—_ of 
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Thirdly, in the conſtant and daily exerciſc 
of Picty and Deyotion. 
| - Fourthly, in avoiding thoſe things which 
are-pernicious to our Salvation, and whereby 
men do often hazard their Souls. 

Fifthly, in the even and conſtant practice 
of the ſeveral Graces and Vertues of a good 
Lite. | 

I. The due care of Religion and our Souls 
- does conſiſt in the diſtinet knowledge, and in 
S | the firm belicf and perſuaſion of thoſe things 
; which are neceſlary to be known and beliey'd 
S | by us in order to our eternal Salyation. 

1 For this knowledge of the neceſſary Princi- 
ples and Duties of Religion 1s the foundation 
© |} of all good Practice, wherein the life of Re- 
K ligion doth conſiſt. And without this no man 
C |} can be truly Religious. Without faith, faith the Heb. 1. 6. 
* | Apoſtle to the Hebrews, it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
l | God: For he that cometh to God, muſt believe 
S | that He is, and" that He is a rewarder of them 
d | that diligently ſeek, Him, Now the(e two ex- 
preſſions of pleaſing God and ſeeking Him, arc 
plainly of the ſame importance, and do both 
- | of them ſignific Religion, or the Worſhip and 


i 


f | Service of God ; which doth antecedently 
b ſuppoſe our firm belict and perſuaſion of theſe 
A .; B two 
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two fundamental Principles of all Religion, 
That there is a God, and, That He will reward 
thoſe that ſerve Him : Becauſe unleſs a man 
do firſt believe theſe, there would neither be 
ground nor. encouragement for any ſuch 
thing as Religion. 


And this knowledge of the neceſſary Prin- | 


ciples of Religion our B. Saviour calls eternal 
Life, becauſe it is ſo fundamentally neceſſary 
in order to our attaining of it: This 5 life 
eternal, ſays He, to know thee, the onely true 
God, and Him whom thou haſt ſent, Jeſus Chriſt, 
that 1s, to be rightly inſtructed in the know- 
ledge of the onely true God, and of his Son Je. 
ſus Chrift our Lord : Under which two general 
Heads are comprehended all the neceflary 
Principles both of the Natural and of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

And to the attaining of this knowledge 
which is abſolutely neceſſaty to Salvation, no 
ſuch cxtraordinary pains and ſtudy 1s requir'd ; 
but onely a teachable diſpoſition, and a due 
application of mind. For whateyer in Reli- 
g10n is neccſlary to be known by all, muſt in 


all reaſon be plain and cahe, and Iyec level to | 
all capacities; : otherwiſe we muſt ſay, that | 
God who would have all men to be ſaved hath 


not 
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! not provided for the Salvation of all men. 
! And therefore, now that the knowledge of 


the true God and the light of Chriſtianity are 
ſhed abroad in the world, all that enjoy the 
Goſpel are, or may be, ſufficiently inſtructed 
in all things neccflary to their happineſs : 


! unleſs ſuch care be uſed, as 1s in the Church 
| of Rome, to take away the key of knowledge, and 


to lock up the Scriptures from the People in 
an unknown Tongue ; and this, as they pre- 


| tend, upon a very charitable confi deration, 


onely i it 1s to be hop that 1t 1s not true, that 
the generality of Mankind arc mad and have 
need to be kept in the dark. But ſuppoſing 
men to be allowed thoſe means of knowledge 
which God affords, and hath appointed for 


us, the great difficulty doth not commonly 


Ic in mens Underſtandings, but in their Wills: 
Onely when men know theſe things, they 
muſt attend to them and conſider them ; 
that the light which is in their Underſtand- 
ings may warm their Hearts, and have its duc 
influence upon their Lives. 

II. The due care of our Souls conſiſts mm 
the frequent Examination of. our lives and 
actions, -and in a ſincere Repentance for all 
the errours and miſcarriages of them: In a 

B 2 more 
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more particular and deep humiliation and re- 
pentance for dchberate and wiltull fins, fo far 
as we can call them to our remembrance ; 
and in a general repentance for ſins of 1gno- 
rance, and Infirmity, and Sarprize. In the ex- 
erciſe whereof we are always to remember, 
that the nature of true Repentance doth not 
confitt onely in an humble confcſhon of our 
ſins to-Gad, and a hearty trouble and contri- 
tion for them ; but chiefly in the ſtedfaſt pur- 
poſe and reſolution of a better life, and mn 
proſecution of this reſolution, in actual retor- 


mation and amendment. | 


By the conſtant exerciſe hereof, we are put 
into a fate condition ; provided that we per- 


ſevere in this holy refolutton and courſe : | 


But if we ftill retain the love and practice of 
any known fm, or if after we have takea up 
theſe good reſolutions we return agam to an 
cy1l courſe ; - this 1s a clear evidence, cither | 
that our Repentance was not {imcere at firſt, | 
or that we arc relapsd into our former ſtate : 
And then our Souls are ſtil in apparent dan- 
ger of being loſt, and will continue 1in that 
dangerous ſtate, till we have renew'd our Re- 
pentance and made it good in the following, 
courſe of our hvyes. 
IIL The 
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HUI. The due care of our Souls contiſts in 
the conſtant and daily exerciſe of picty and 
deyotion, both in private, and in publick if 
there be opportunity for it, eſpecially at pro- 
per times and upon more ſolemn occaſions: 

By fervent prayer to God, and by hearing and 
reading the Word of God with reverence and. 
godly tcar : By frequenting his publick Wor- 
ſhip, and demeaning our felves in it with that 
folemnity and ſeriouſneſs which becomes the 
prefence and ſeryice of the great and glorious 
Majeſty of God, who obſerves our behaviour 
and ſces into our hearts: And by receiving 
the B. Sacrament, as often as we have oppor- 
tunity, with due preparatiori and deyotion of 
mind. 

For theſe. are not onely outward teſtimo- 
mics of our inward pity, but they are means 
likewiſe appointed by God to improve and 
confirm us in holmefs. and goodneſs. And 
whoever neglects theſe Durics _s Religion, or 
performs them in a ſlight and ſuperficial man-. 
ner, doth phainly ſhew that he hath neither a 
due ſenſe of God, nor care of himſelf : For in. 
vain docs any man pretend that he does in. 
good carneſt delign the End, when he neg- 
lects the beſt and — proper means. for the 
attainment of it. IV. The. 
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IV. The due care of our Souls conſiſts alſo 
in avoiding thoſe things which are pernicious 
to Gur Salvation, and whereby men do often 
hazard their Souls. Such in general is the 
practice of any known Sin. By this. we do, 
as It were, run upon the ſwords point, and 
do endanger our Salvation as much as a deep 
wound in our Body would do our Life : And 
though ſuch a wound may perhaps be cur'd 
afterwards by Repentance, yet no man that 
commits any wiltull Sin knows the diſmal con- 
ſequence of it, and whither by degrees it may 
carry him at laſt : For upon ſuch a provoca- 
tion God may leave the Sinner to himſelf, 


| and withdraw his grace from him, and give 


him up to a hard and impenitent heart -to 
procecd from evil to worſe, and from one 
wickedneſs to another, till he be finally ruin'd. 
So dangerous a thing 1s it knowingly to of- 
fend God, and to commut any deliberate act 
of Sin. 

More particularly, an mordinate Iove of 
the World is very pernicious to the Souls of 
men ; becauſe it quencheth the heavenly life, 
and fills our minds with carthly cares and de- 
ſigns; 1t tempts men to forſake God and Re- 
ligion when their worldly intereſts come in 
compe- 
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competition with them ; and betrays them to 
fraud, and falſchood, and all kind of injuſtice, 
and many other hurtfull luſts which drown the 
Soul in'perdition. 

But beſides theſe dangers which are more 
vilible and apparent, there is another which 
is leſs diſcernable becauſe it hath the face of 
Picty ; and that is Fation in Religion : By 
which I mcan an unpeaccable and uncharita- 
ble zeal about things wherein Religion either 
doth not at all, or but very little conſiſt. 
For beſides that this temper 1s utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with ſeveral of the moſt eminent Chri- 
ftian Graces -and Vertues, as humility, love, 
peace, meekneſs, and forbearaxce towards. thoſe 
that differ from us ; it hath likewiſe rwo very 
great miſchicfs commonly attending upon it, 
and both of them pernicious to Religion and 
the Souls of men. | 

Firſt, that it takes ſuch men off from mind- 
ing the more neceſlary and ecflential parts of 
Religion. They are ſo zealous about ſmall 
things, the tithing of mint and aniſe and cum- 
min, that they neglect the weightier things of the 
Law, Faith and Mercy, and Zudgment, and the 
Love of God : They ſpend ſo much of their 
tume and heat about things doubtfull, that 


they 
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they have no iciſure to mind the things that 
are neceſlary : And are ſo concern'd about 
little Speculative Opinions 1m Religion, which 
they always call fundamental Articles of Faith, 
that the Practice of Religion 1s almoſt whol- 
ly neglected by them : And they are ſo taken 
up 1n ſpying out and cenſuring Errour and 

Hereſy in others, that they never think of 
curing thoſe Luſts and Vices and Paſſions 
which do ſo viſibly reign in themſclyes. -De- 
luded people! that do not conſider that the 
greateſt Hereſy in the World 1s a wicked life, 
becauſe it 1s ſo directly and fundamentally op- 
polite to the whole delign of the Chriſtian 
Faith and Religibn : And that do not conſi- 
der, that God will ſooner forgive a man a 
hundred defects of his Underſtanding than 
one fault of his Will. 

Secondly, another great miſchicf which at- 
tcnds this temper 1s, that men are very apt to 
interpret this zeal of theirs againſt others to 
be great Picty in themſelves, and as much as 


_ 15 neceflary to bring them to Heaven ; and 


to think that they are very Religious, becauſe 
they keep a great ſtir about maintaining the 
Out-works of Religion, when it is ready to . 
be ſtary'd within; and that there needs no 
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more! ro dcenominate*thems good:Chriſtians, 


but r0 be of fuch a Party and-to be-liſted of 
ſuch a Church, which they always take for 
granted to be the. ancely true one ; and then 
zealouſly to hate and uncharitably to cenſure 
all the reſt of Mankind. 

How many arc there in the World, that 
think they. bave made very ſure of Heaven, 
nat by. the old: plain.way of leaving their ſins 
and reforming their hves, but by amore cloſe 
and cunning way of carrying their Vices a- 


| long. with them into. another Church, and 


calling themſelyes good Cathboligues; and all 
others Heretiques ? And that” having done 
this, they are 1n a fafc condition; :25.if a mere 
Name would admut- a: man into-Heavyen, cor 
as if | ghere were any Church in che Workd, 
that had this phantaſtical Privilege belonging 
t9 it, that a wicked man might be toe for 
a0 ethcr-reaſan but beeaude he is-of #0] 


Thereforo, as thou valucit thy Soul, wie 


heed-of engaging in any Faction inRcligion 
bgcgufc; is 15. an hundred tor one bur! thy mold 


WH} bc: fo employaod-about lafſer:chings) that 
the main and ſubſtantial ipares-of Religion 
will be neglacked : -Befades, thavs aiman- deeply 
_— nhets. and:conroverfics. of this na- 


1]  Þ rure, 
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cure,/ſhall very;Hardly3fcape: being poſſes 
with:that-Spiritiof: uncharcableneſs and 'con-! 
tention, ; of. pctviſhne(s: and herceneſs, which 
reigns: n.al! Factions, _ more eſpecially ir In 
thoſe: of Religion... ! | 

V. The due care "fr our. Souls conſiſts 1 et 
the even and conſtant practice of the ſeveral 
Graces:and->Vertucs of a.good lite ; or; as:the 
poſtte xxpretferh ity 1n' exerciſing or ſehoes: al: 
mays to: have a tonſcience void of offence towards 
God - and men,” For herein 1s Religion belt 
ſeen, in:the/c<qual»andouniform) practicenof | 
every partof' our. Duty: Nov! onely los [vr 
ving God- deyoutly, but irr demeaning our 
ſclves peaccably and: juſtly, kindly and chars 
tablyrowbids:all men ::;Nor:onely in reſtrain 
ing-ottr ſelves fronv the outward att of 11; 
but in mortifying/ithe inward inclination to 
It: in fubduing our Luſts, and governing our 
Paſſions, iand bridkng-ouri:Tongues. -: As he 


 #har world: have-a prudent care of his hcalth | 
and life, muſt not onely guard himfelt againſt 


the: chicf and common diſeaſes which are in- 
cident to men; larid take carc'roprevent-theny; 
buerhuſt likewife;be: carcfull rd preſervethin- 
ſelf from thoſe which ate: cſtcemed:lefs dan 
gcrous, but yet ſometunes:do.prove __ 
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He muſt-not. onely endeavour . to ſecure his 
Head and Heart. fromi being , wounded; bur 
muſt haye.a tender. care of cxgry;pary ; there 
ing hardly any: diſcaſe or wound, ſo flight 
at that ſome have dyed of it: In like mar- 
ner, the care of our Souls conſiſts in an uni- 
verfal regard. to our, Dury; and. that: we be 
deteciye..in no part of it: Though-we, ought 
to have a more eſpecial regard to thoſe Du- 
ties which are more conſiderable and wherein 
Religion doth mainly. conſiſt;; . as Piety| tor 
wards God, Temperance and Chaſtity i 1n xegard 
.of our ſelves, Charity towards the, poor, 7ruth 
and,  Tuſtice, | Goodneſs and Kindneſs towards 
| All men: .But.chenino other, Grace and Vertue, 
though 6 an inferiourrank, ought: to be tieg- 
lected by us. . 


And thus;1I thaye endeavour'd, , As plainly 


and, briefly as 1.could,' ro decla re-t0youjn 


what Inſtances: the; duc carcof Religion and 
our Souls doth chicfly conſiſt. 


. And I would not haye any. man chink hat 


ll this 1s an caly buſineſs and require. but 
little time to do it in, and:that a ſmall degree 


of diligence and induſtry will ſerve for this 


. purpoſe :, To, maſter and.rogr out the jnvere- 
. | _ Tate, Habirs of An, to bring gur Pallions un- 
"26M C 


2 der 


der the cothmihd - and Sovtrhititine mY our 
Reaſon, and to Attain to'a good —_— of 
every : Cheiſtian- Grace- and? Verrme : 
Faith ahd Bape ahd Ob#tity ; Hind wh fo 
Meekneſs ahd Patiente, tmay all Dave their pir- 
oy work"; and that, as Sr. Jatres ſays, we muy 
perfelt* Und Grit, whantPhy nothing ; nothing 
ws Ole. -perR&tron of a-good-man, 
and of a $064 Chriſtian. | Ahd this, when- 
Ever we ebme to make/the trial, we fhall find 
1 beN reac att Torlg Work! -' IR col "3 
":S6ine' ARR wild” mithe' Relivivtn robe 
a very Metr-and eafy bifineh, and to confift 
-onely in believing What Chrift hath done for 
ts; \anfi'relying confddfſtly apdhi : by 
BD Aar Tow Boitſptherine Notion of Chri 
ſtian Faith, that, if I be not much mi 
it:3s-theivery Definition of Preſuntption. For 
the-Bible' plainly x&tichethrs, Ro whiſeſs-otr 
Ftich wk Þy Chariry, anti pt ify Sur Hehris arid 
reform our lives'; 'tinl&fs like Hbrabmis Faith 
;{tibe' perfeledt by works, 1t is bttt a dead Faith, 
Sad Will'4h a6 wiſc avail torbur Falfication 
ad Salvation. And otr B. $vrour, the grthr 
Authour 'and finiſher 'of our Faith, Kiith no 
-whete,/thar-T know of, faid-one word to: this 
purpoſe, Thar Paich Pepdtiec? froth *obedi- 
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ence and a good bife will fave any man : Bur 
He hath ſaid very much to the contrary, and 

that very plainly, For He pronuſeth Blefſed- 
peſs-ro-none, but thoſe who live in the/prac- 

xice of thoſe Chriſtian Graces and Vertues 

which are particularly mention'd by Him in 

the 'begitining- of his :exoclient: Sermon upon 

the Mount ; of Hunility, and Repentance, and Man. ;. » 
Mee kreſs, and R3chreouſneſs, and Mercifulneſs, *©* 
ahd Party, and Peaceableneſs, and Patience 

under: perfecution/and ſufferings for. Rightc- 
ous Yate. And. atrerwards '.1n:the dame 


Sermon, Not every one, ſaith He, that ſarth wm- Math. 1. +1. 


-#Ome,. Lord Lord, ſball enter into the Hingdom 


-of heaven, Put he that dath the Will. of my fa- 
Hei which 3s in heaven. Ant again, Whoſoever V. 14 


heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and doth them, :1 


awwill- Jiken 'him-unto a miſe man which built his 
"boſe «upotia Roek;-: And afterwards ,:HeitdYs V: :5, 


ts thr whoſooveribuilds his hopes oficternal 
Inoppines upon--ary other 'formdation, than 


the Faith vt. the Goſpel and the.Practice of 
its. Prevepts, \toth build\is\bouſe wpon: the $ Sand; 
which wher-it comes tobe tryed. by the Rain 


and the Winds, will fail; and:the fall of it. will 


ihe DYEat:; And ielſewhere :; 5 - Tf. Ye hnow: :theſe Joh. 13. 17. 


"things, happy-arte” igerf .ge oo them. \Atd; He 


doe; 
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Luk. 6. 46. 


1 Joh. x5. 3. 


1 Joh. 2. 4. 


Joh. 14. 15. 


Y. 3201. 


1 Joh. 3. 7. 


does: yery ſeverely check: the vain confidence 
and preſumption of thoſe; who will needs 
rely upon Him for Salvation without keeping 


his commandments; Why call ye me, :ſays;He, 


LE, Lord, and do not the things which -1 
ay 

a Does-any. man' think that. he-can be ſaved 
without-\oving-God and.'Chriſt, *  And/ this, 
ſaith Sr. Zohn," is the love of God, that we keep 
his commandments : and again, He that faith I 
know him, and by the ſame reaſon, he thgt 
faith 1 low him, and kgepeth not his command. 
ments, he is a lyar, and the truth is not -in im. 
If ye love me, ſaith our B. Lord, keep 'my com- 
mandments: And again, He that hath my com- 
mandments and heepeth them, he it is that I6- 
veth me. 

Does any. man think, that any. but the 
children of God ſhall be.heits-of cternal Life? 
Hear then what Sr. Fehz ſaith, Little children, 
let no man deceive you , he that doth righteouſ- 
neſs is righteous, even as He is righteous : And 


. again, In this the childien'of God are manifeſt, 
and the children'sf the Devil , he that doth not 


righteouſneſs is not of God. 
In a word, this 1s the perpetual tenour of | 


" the Bible, from the beginning: of. it.to the end. 


If 
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If thou doſi nell faith God to Cain, ſhalt thou, Gen. 3. 7. 
not be accepted : 2 And again, Say ye t0 the righ-.16i. 3. 10,11. 
teous, it ſhall be well with him, for they ſhall e eat 

the fruit of their doings : Wo.unto the wicked, it 

[hall. be ill with bim, for the reward of his lands 

ſhall. be given him. And in the Goſpel, when 

the young man.came to our Saviour to be'.in- 
ſtructed by Him what good thing he ſbould do 

that he- might inherit. eternal hfe, our Lord 
gives him this ſhort and plain advice, If thow Math.1g.r7. 
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. And 

in'the vcry  lalt Chapter of the Bible we find 

this ſolemn declaration, Bleſſed are' they thad 

do his commandments, that they may have right 

to the Tree of Life, and enter in through the Gates 

into the City, that:is, into Heaven, which. the 
Apoſile to the Hebrews calls the City which+hath 
foundations, whoſe builder and maker is. God. 

So vain and groundleſs is the' imagination. of 
thoſe, ,who truſt to be' ſaved by. an. idle:and 
ineffectual Faith; withour bevaknks ind obcdi- 


ence of lite, 


SY 


= I procced now inthe Said place.to to-com- II, 
MOCOAM: all,” if ic may be, of the neceflity :of 
| minding Religion and our Souls. When we 
call. any: thing neceſſary, we'mean thar it is 
* £01193 ſo 
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-attained:without it, - 


' a certain way to happineſs: 


fo in orderito ſome End, which cannot be- 
We call thoſe things the 
neceſfaries of Life, without which men can- 
not ſubfiſt and live in a tolerable condition in 
this World: And that is neceflary to our eter- 
nal happineſs, without which it cannot be at- 
tained. Now happineſs being our chief End, 
whatever 1s neceſlary to that 1s more necefla- 

ry«han any thing elſe; and in compariſon 
of that, all other things not onely may, but 
ought to be neglected by us. 

Now 'to convince men of the -neceſl 
of Religion, I ſhall briefly ſhew That it 1s 
That it is cor 
tain thar there 1s no- other way but this : 
And: that if we negle&t Religion, we ſhall 
er—ugrd be extremely and al for cyer milſe- 

C 
ſt, That Religion is a certain way to 
happineſs: And for this we - have God's &x- 
preſs Declaratiow:and Promiſe, the beſt afſiu- 
rance that can be. He that camot he hath pro- 
miſed eternal Ii e, to them who by patient conti- 
AUDHCE: £7 kok tor glory and:/honour 
and + immortality. . "Att the happinef- that 
we.can dclire , and of which the nature- of 
man 1s capable, 15. promiſed to us upon-the 
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terms of Relighta , upon our denying nngodli- 
neſs,” and worldly Infts, and living ſoberly, and 
righteouſly, and godlily in this preſent world - 


A mighty reward for a little (ervice; an eter- 


' nity of happineſs, of joys* unſpeakable and 


fall of glory, for the diligence 'and induſtry 
of a few days: A happineſs large as our 
wiſhes, and laſting as our Souls. 

Secondly, *Tis certain alſo. that there is no 
other way to happineſs but this. He, who 
alone can make us happy, hath promiſed it 
to us upon theſe and no other terms. He 
hath ſaid, That if we live after the fleſh, we 

all die ; but if by the ſpirit we mortifie the 
deeds of the fleſh, we ſhall live : That withoiit 
bolineſs no man ſhall ſee the,.Lord : And, that 
he. that lives: in the habitual Practice' of any 
Vice, of Covetouſneſs, or Adultery, or Malice, 
or Revenge, ſhall not enter into the kingdom of 


God : And we have reaſon to believe. Him 


concerning the terms of this happineſs, -and 
the means of attaining it, 'by - whoſe favorir 
and bounty alone we hope to be made parta- 
kers of it, 

And if God had not ſaid it in his Word; 
yet the nature and reaſon of the thing doth 


plainly declare it. For Religion is not only 


D a con- 
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a condition of eur happineſs, but a neceſſary 
qualification and diſpoſition for it.. We muſt 
' be like to God inthe temper of our minds, 
before we can find any felicity in the enjoy- _ 
ment of him. Men muſt be purged from 
their Luſts, and from thoſe ill-natur'd and 
deviliſh Paſſions of Malice, and Envy, and 
Revenge, before they can be fit company for 
their heavenly Father, and meet to dwell 
with him who is love, and dwells in love. 
Thirdly, Tf we negle& Religion, we ſhall 
certainly be extreamly and for ever miſerable. 
The Word of Truth hath ſaid it, that indigna- 
tion and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh ſhall be 
upon every ſoul of man that doth evil. Nay, 
it God ſhould holdhis hand, and ſhould in- 
fli& no poſitive torment upon finners, yet 
they. could not ſpare themſelves, but would 
be their own Executioners and Tormentors. 
The guilt of that wicked Life which they had 
| led in this World, and the. Stings of their 
own Conſciences muſt neceſſarily make them 
miſerable , whien-ever their own Thoughts 
are let Jooſe upon them ; as they will certain- 
ly. be in the other World , when they ſhall 
have nothing either of pleaſure or buſineſs to . 
divert them, | 
So 


= 
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So that if we be concern'd, either to be 
happy hereafter, or to avoid thoſe Miſeries 
which are great and dreadful beyond all irha- 
gination, it will be neceſſary for us to mind 
Religion 3 without which we can neither at- 
tain that Happineſs, nor eſcape thoſe Mile- 
ries. 

All that now remains, is to perſwade you 
and my ſclf ſeriouſly to mind this one thing ne- 
ceſſary. And to this end, I ſhall apply my 
Diſcourſe to two forts of Perſons ; thoſe who 
are remiſg in a matter of ſo great concern- 
ment, and thoſe who are groſly careleſs, and 
mind it notat all. 

Firft, To thoſe who are remiſs in a mat- 
ter of ſuch vaſt concernment : Who mind the 
buſineſs of Religion in ſome degree, but not 
ſo heartily and vigorouſly as a matter of ſuch 
infinite- conſequence doth require and de- 
ſerve. : 

And here I fear the very beſt are greatly 
defeQtive ; and ſo much the more to be bla- 
med, by how much they are more convinc'd 
than others, of the neceſſity of a Religious 
and Holy Life, and that without this no man 
| | ſhall ever be admitted into the Manfions of 

the Bleſſed : They believe likewiſe, that ac- 
D 2 cording 
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' cording to the degrees of every mans holineſs 


and vertue in this Life, will be the degrees of 
his happineſs in the other ; that he that ſows 
ſparingly ſhall reap ſparingly, and he that ſows 
plentifully ſhall reap plentifully ; and that the 
meaſure of every man's reward ſhall be accor- 
ding to his improvement of the Talents that 
were committed to him. 

But how little do men live under the power 
of theſe convictions ? And notwithſtanding 
we are allurd by the moſt glorious promiles 
and hopes, and awd by the greateſt fears, 
and urg'd by the moſt forcible argument in 
the world, the evident neceſlity of the thing ; 
Yet how faintly do. we run the Race that is 
ſer before us ? How frequently and how ea- 
ſily are we ſtop'd or diverted in our Chriſtian 
courſe by very little temptations? - How cold, 
and how careleſs, and how inconſtant-are we 
in the Exerciſes of Biety, and how defe&tive 
in every part of our Duty ? Did we a& rea- 
{onably, and as Men uſe to do in matters of 
much leſs moment, we could not be fo indif- 
ferent about a thing ſo neceſſary, ſo {light and 
careleſs in a matter of Lite and Death, and 
upon which all. Eternity does depend. 

Let us then ſhake off this floth and ſecuri- 


ty, 
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ty, and reſolve to make that the great buſineſs 
of Time, which is-our great concernment to 
all Erernity:: And when we are immergh 
in the cares and buſineſs of this Life, and trox- 
bled about many things, let this thought often 
come into our minds, That there 1s one thing 


_ needful, and which therefore deſerves above 


all other things to be regarded by us. 
Secondly, There are another fort of per- 
ſons, who are grollly careleſs of this oze thing 
neceſſary, and do not ſeem to mind it at all : 
Who go on ſecurely in an evil courſe, as it 


- either they had no Souls, or no concernment 


for them. « I may ſay to' theſe as the Maſter 
of the Ship did to Jonah, when he was faſt a- 
ſleep in the Form, What weaned? thox, O ſlee- 
per ?® Ariſe and call upon thy'God. When 
our Souls are every moment in danger of (ink- 
ing, it is high time for us to awake out of 
ſleep, to ply every Oar, and to ule all poſli- 
ble care and induſtry'to ſave a thing fo preci- 
ous from a danger fo threatning and fo ter- 
rible. | | 
' We are apt enough to be ſenſible of the 
force-of this Argument of neceſlity in other 
caſes, and very carefully. to provide againſt 
the preſſing neceſlirics of this life , and- how 
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to avoid thoſe great temporal evils of pover- 
ty and diſgrace , of pain and' ſuffering : But 
Ae great neceſlity of all , and that which is 
mainly incumbent upon us, is to provide for 
Ecernity , to ſecure the everlaſting happineſs, 
and to prevent the endleſs and inſupportable 
miſeries of another World. This, this , is 
the one thing neceſſary ; and to this we ought 
to bend and apply all our care. and endea- 
vours. 

If we would fairly compare the neceſlity 
of things, and wiſely weigh the concernments 
of this Life and the other in a juſt and equal 
ballance, we ſhould be aſhamed fo miſplace 
our diligence and induſtry as we do ; to be- 
ſtow our beſt thoughts and tim about theſe 
vain and periſhing things, and to take no 
care about that better part which cannot be ta- 
ken fromus. Fond and vain men that we are ! 
who are ſo ſolicitous how we ſhall paſs a few 
days in this world, but matter not what ſhall 
become of us for ever. | 

Burt as careleſs as we are now about theſe 
chings, time will come when we ſhall fadly 
lay them to heart, and when they will touch 
us to the quick :: When we come to lie upon 


a Death-bed, if God ſhall be pleasd to grant 


us 
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us then ſo much time and uſe of our Reaſon 
as to be able to recolle& our ſelves, we ſhall 
then be convinc'd how great a neceſlity there 
was of minding our Souls, and of the prodi- 
gious folly of neglefing them, and of our 
not being ſenfible of the value of them, till 
weare ready to diſpair of ſaving them. 

But, bleſſed be God, this is not yet our caſe, 


x though we know not how ſoon it may be. 


Let us then be wiſe, and conſider theſe things 
in time, leaſt Death and-Deſpair ſhould over- 
take and oppreſs us at once. | 

You that are young, be pleas'd to confider 
that this is the beſt opportunity of your Lives, 
for the minding and doing of this work. You 
are now moſt capable of the beſt impreſſions, 
before the habits of Vice have taken deep 
root, and your hearts be barden'd through the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin : This is the acceptable time, 
this is the day of ſalvation. 

And there is likewiſe a-very weighty con- 


fideration to be urg'd upon thoſe that are old, 


if there be any that are willing to own them- 
ſelves ſo ; that this is the Jaſt opportunity of 
their lives, and therefore they ſhould hy hold 
of it, and improve it with all cher might : 
For it will ſoon be paſt, and when'it is, no- 


thing call it back. It 
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It is but a very little while before we ſhall 
all certainly be of this mind , that - the beſt 
thing we could have done in this World, was 
to prepare for the other. - Could I repreſent 
to you that inviſible World which I am ſpeak- 
ing of, you would all readily aſſent to this 
counſel , and would be glad to follow ic and 
put it ſpeedily in practice. Do but then 0- 
pen your eyes., and look a little before you 
to the things which are not far off from any 
of us, and to many of us may perhaps. be 
much nearer than we are aware : Let us but 
judge of things now., as we ſhall all ſhortly 
judge'of them : And let us'live now, as after 
a few days we ſhall every one of us wiſh with 
all our Souls that we had liv'd ; and be as ſe- 
rious, as if we were ready to ſtep into the 0- 
ther World , and to enter upon that change 
which Death will quickly make in every one 
of us. Strange ſtupidity of Men ! That a 
change ſo near, ſo great, focertain, ſhould af- 
fe& us ſo coldly,atid be ſo little confider'd and 

' provided for by us: That the things of Time 
ſhould move us ſo much, and the things of E- 
ternity ſo little. What will we do when this 
chahge comes ; if we have made no prepara-. 
tion for it? _ » $740) 


i 
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1f we be Chriſtians, and do verily believe 
the things which I am ſpeaking of, and that 
after a few days more are paſs'd Death will 


come, and draw aſide that thick Veil of ſenſe 
and ſecurity which now hides theſe things 
from us ; and ſhew us that fearful and ama- 
zing ſight which we are now ſo loth to think 
upon : | ſay, it we beljeve this, it 1s time for 
us to be wile and ſerious. 

And happy 
his health hath retir'd himſelf from the noiſe 
and tumulr of this world, and made that care- 
ful preparation for Death and a better Life, 
as may give him that conſtancy and firmneſs 
of Spirit, as to be able to bear the thoughts 
and approaches of his great Change without 
amazement ; and to have a mind almoſt e- 


qually poiz'd between that ſtrong inclination 


of Nature which makes us defirons to live, 
and that wiſer diate of Reaſon and Religi- 
on which ſhould inake us willing and conten- 
ted to die whenever God thinks fie. 

Many of us do not now fo clearly diſcern 
theſe things, becauſe our eyes are dazzel'd 
with the falſe light and ſplendour of earthly 
felicity : But tþ5s affyredly is more worth chan 
all tbe Kingdoms of the World and the Glory of 

| E them, 


that man, who in the days of 
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then, to be able to poſleſs our Souls at ſuch a 
time, and to be at perfect Peace with our 
own minds, having onr hearts fixed truſting in 
God : To have our Accounts made up, and 
Eſtate. of our immortal Souls as well (ctled 
and ſecurd, as by the aſliſtanc? of God's 
Grace bemzne care and endeavour, though 
mix'd with much humane frailty, is able to 
do. 

And if we be convincd of theſe things, we 
are utterly inexcuſable tf we do not make 
this our firſt and great care, and prefer it to 
all other intereſts whatſoever. And to this - 
end, we ſhould reſolutely dilentangle our 
{elves from worldly cares and incumbrances ; 
at leaſt fo far, that we may have competent 
liberty and leiſure to attend this great can- 
cernment, and to put our Souls into a fit po- 
ſture and preparation for another World : 
That when Sickneſs and Death: ſhall come , 
we may not ad our laſt part indecently and 
confuſedly, and have a great deal of work to 
do when we ſhall want both time and all other 
advantages to doit in : Whereby our Souls, 
when they will ſtand moſt in need of comfort 
and ſupport, will unavoidably be left in a 


trembling and diſconſolate condition, and in 
an 
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an anxious doubtfulne(s of mind what will be- 
come of them for ever. 

To conclude, This care of Religion and 
our Souls is a thing ſo neceſſary, that in com- 
pariſon of it we are to neglect the very necel- 
faries of Life. So our Lord teacheth us, Take 
uo thought ſaying, what ſhall we eat © or what Matth. 6, 

all we drink, * or wherewithal ſhall we be *'* 

cloathed £ But ſeck ye firſt the Kingdom of 
Ged and bis righteouſneſs. The Calls of God 
and Religion are ſo very preſſing and impor- 
tryate, that they admit of no delay or ex- 
cuſe whatſoever : This our Savioxr ſigni- 
fies to us by denying the Diſciple, whom 
he had call'd to follow him, leave to go 
and bury his Father , Let the dead , lays 
he, bury their dead, but do thou follom- 
me. 

There is one thing needful, and that is 
the buſineſs of Religion and the care of 
our immortal Souls, which whatever elſe 


we negle& ſhould. be carefully minded and 
regarded by every one of us. O that there 
were ſuch a heart in us. O that we were wiſe, 
that we underſtood. this, that we would. con- 


| feder our latter end : Which God grant we 


may 
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may all do, in this our day ; for his mer- 
cies ſake in Jeſus Chrift, to whom with the 
Father and.the Holy Ghofi.,, be all Honour 
and Glory, now and ever. Amen. , 
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